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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 3789 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, CS 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER GONZALO FACIO AND MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE HERNAN GARRON ANNOUNCE RESIGNATION TO 
RUN FOR PRESIDENCY 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO HAS ANNOUNCED HIS 
CANDIDACY FOR THE GOVERNMENT PARTY'S PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION, 
AS HAS MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE GARRON. BOTH MINISTERS WILL 
REMAIN A FEW WEEKS IN THEIR JOBS. NO SUCCESSORS HAVE YET BEEN 
NAMED. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER GONZALO FACIO ANNOUNCED AUGUST 3 THAT 
HE IS RESIGNING FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S POSITION HE HAS 
HELD SINCE 1970 TO BE A CANDIDATE FOR HIS PARTY'S PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION. (ELECTIONS ARE IN FEBRUARY, 1978.) FACIO SAID 

HE WOULD STAY ON A FEW WEEKS MORE AT REQUEST OF PRESIDENT. 
SEPTEMBER 1 IS MENTIONED AS POSSIBLE DATE THAT HE WILL LEAVE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

3. IN DECLARATIONS TO PRESS AUGUST 3, FACIO STATED THAT HE 
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REPRESENTS THE CENTER OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION PARTY (THE 
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GOVERNMDNT PARTY), AND SAID THAT HE IS A PARTY FOUNDER. HE 
SAID THAT "LAW AND ORDER" IS HIS THEME; HE WULL NOT TOLERATE 
PUBLIC DISORDER (FACIO IS REFERRING TO WAVE OF STRIKES THAT 
COSTA RICA PASSED THROUGH DURING RECENT WEEKS, REPORTED IN 
SAN JOSE 3701). 

4. ON SAME DAY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE HERNAN GARRON ANNOUNCED 
THAT HIS FOLLOWERS' PRESSURES HAVE BUILT UP TO SUCH A 

POINT THAT HE HAS DECIDED TO RESIGN EFFECTIVE AUGUST 31 TO RUN 
FOR HIS PARTY'S PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION. GARRON SAID PRESIDENT 
ODUBER ASKED HIM TO STAY UNTIL AUGUST 31. 

5. RUMORS ABOUND THAT MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION ALVARO JENKINS 
WILL ALSO OFFER HIS RESIGNATION SOON TO JOIN RANKS OF PLN 
PRE-CANDIDATES. 

6. BY FEBRUARY OR MARCH, 1976, PLN SHOULD HAVE SELECTED 

ITS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, THROUGH TRADITIONAL CONVENTION 
PROCESS, OR POSSIBLY A PRIMARY ELECTION TO BE FOLLOWED BY A 
CONVENTION. 

7. COMMENT: FOLLOWING DEFEAT OF JOSE FIGUERES’ ATTEMPT TO 
HAVE THE CONSTITUTION CHANGED TO PERMIT HIM TO BE A CANDIDATE 

IN 1978, THE RACE WITHIN THE GOVERNING PLN FOR THE NOMINATION 
IS NOW WIDE OPEN. FACIO'S ANNOUNCEMENT WAS NOT ENTIRELY 
UNEXPECTED ALTHOUGH THE TIMING WAS A BIT OF A SURPRISE. IT 
IS BEING INTERPRETED BY SOME AS SIGNAL OF FIGUERES' SUPPORT, 

ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT YET CLEAR. IT IS WIDELY HELD IN COSTA 

RICA THAT FACIO WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY ON THE HUSTINGS, WHERE 

HE IS NOT THAT WIDELY KNOWN, DUE TO HIS ALMOST EXCLUSIVE DEDICATION 

THE PAST SIX YEARS TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. FACIO ADDRESSED 

THIS POINT IN COMMENTS TO THE PRESS AUGUST 3, SAYING THAT HE 

FELT HE WAS WELL ENOUGH KNOWN IN THE COUNTRYSIDE - ALTHOUGH 

HE DOES NOT KNOW THE COUNTRY FOLK THAT WELL. 

8. FRONT-RUNNER IN THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE CONTINUES TO BE 
GOVERNMENT PARTY SECRETARY-GENERAL LUIS ALBERTO MONGE. MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE GARRON, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN COMING ON STRONG IN 
RECENT WEEKS, AND HAD BEEN EXPECTED TO RESIGN. WHETHER FACIO'S 
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OR GARRON'S ANNOUNCEMENT WAS PLANNED FIRST IS HARD TO SAY; THAT 
THEY ANNOUNCED THE SAME DAY IS INDICATION THAT ONE DID NOT WANT 
THE OTHER TO GAIN EVEN THE SLIGHTEST ADVANTAGE. 

9. PRESIDENT ODUBER'S POSITION IN PRE-ELECTION POLITICS IS TO 
MAINTAIN THE PUBLIC HANDS-OFF IMAGE (CALLED FOR BY THE CONSTITUTION) 
FOR THE REMAINING TWENTY ONE MONTHS OF HIS TERM. ODUBER, 

OF COURSE, CONTINUES TO EXERCISE HIS CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE 
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IN THE PARTY; THE NOTION OF A PLN "PRIMARY" ELECTION (PARA 6) 

IS HIS. WHOM ODUBER SUPPORTS, ALONG WITH WHAT JOSE FIGUERES 
DECIDES TO DO, ARE THE KEYS TO WHO THE PLN CANDIDATE WILL 
EVENTUALLY BE. TODMAN 
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